Pelicans, Cormorants, and Their Relatives: The Pelecaniformes (Bird Families of the World)

The pelecaniformes are a large and important group of seabirds, containing many spectacular
species. This book addresses the breeding biology of the six pelecaniform families, which
comprise the closely-related core groups (pelicans, cormorants/shags, darters,
gannets/boobies) and their more distant relatives, the frigate birds and tropic birds. Many
fundamental questions can be addressed through the pelecaniformes: Why do they breed in
colonies? What are the links between their feeding methods and their reproduction? What part
does territorial and pairing behavior play in their life-cycles? These and scores of comparable
issues, including those related to man, are woven here into a richly interpretative text.The
authors approach to the subject is threefold. First, the pelecaniformes are placed within the
framework of four discrete disciplines, with chapters on evolutionary relationships,
comparative behavior, ecology, and the birds relationship with humans. Secondly, each of the
six families is discussed, elucidating the range of taxonomy, behavior, and ecology within
each. Finally, we progress to specific level, using the same structure as for the family
accounts. In this way, each of the 60-odd species can be understood not just as discrete units,
but as part of their family and order. The book is unique in its coverage of the entire order and
in its combination of facts and interpretation. Pelicans, Cormorants, and their Relatives will
enable readers not only to identify the many spectacular species which make up this large and
important group of seabirds, but also to understand their breeding biology.
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by J. Bryan Nelson () [J. Bryan Nelson] on tromsnorthnorway.com Pelicans, Cormorants, and
their Relatives, The Pelecaniformes. J. Bryan accurate synthesis of our knowledge of one bird
family. or several.
Seventeenth in the series Bird Families of the World, this volume covers the complete Order
Pelecaniformes in six families and follows the general format of.
This addition to the Bird Families of the World series covers a sizeable and significant of these
birds as individual species, as well as integral components of their larger to accurately describe
population dynamics of some Pelecaniformes. Bryan Nelson's Pelecaniformes is the 17th
handbook in the. Oxford University Press series Bird Families of the World. It covers the
pelicans, sulids, cormorants, . covers an order, not a family, but nobody seems to mind. The
Pelecaniformes constitute one of the bird world's untidiest. â€œordersâ€•; most researchers
Part I of Pelicans, Cormorants, and Their Relatives considers this question at some length in.
About this book. One of the jewels in the excellent OUP 'Bird Families of the World' series.
From the publisher's announcement: The pelecaniformes are a large. The order Pelecaniformes
conventionally contains six families: Anhingidae the family Pelecanidae (order
Pelecaniformes), distinguished by their large elastic throat Pelicans inhabit lakes, rivers, and
seacoasts in many parts of the world. Cormorant, any member of about 26 to 30 species of
water birds constituting the. The Pelecaniformes are an order of medium-sized and large
waterbirds found worldwide. As traditionallyâ€”but erroneouslyâ€”defined, they encompass
all birds that Mounting evidence pointed to the shoebill as a close relative of pelicans. a family
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of Cretaceous Pelecaniformesâ€”are neither monophyletic nor does. Pelicans, and the other
members of the traditional family Pelecaniformes, are littoral and are found almost
everywhere along the margins of the world ocean. Chicks feed on regurgitated food taken by
inserting their head into the parent's most pelecaniform birds â€“ cormorants and pelicans in
particular â€“ are persecuted . Parallel radiations in the primary clades of birds. Evolution
Pelicans, Cormorants, and Their Relatives: The Pelecaniformes. Bird Families of the World.
Oxford.
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